UNIPASS NIGERIA

Understanding IELTS PASS.

your passport to education

A Complete Guide for International Students

At UniPass Nigeria, we understand that proving your English proficiency is an important step toward realizing
your dream of studying abroad. One of the most widely accepted English language tests globally is the
International English Language Testing System (IELTS). Whether you plan to study in the United Kingdom,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, or Ireland, this guide will help you understand the IELTS process, master its
layout, and prepare effectively for an outstanding performance.

What is IELTS?

IELTS is an internationally recognized English proficiency examination used widely by universities, employers,
and immigration authorities to assess a candidate’s ability to communicate fluently and effectively in English.
Depending on your personal goals, you must choose between two major types of exams:

IELTS Academic IELTS General Training

Specific and tailored for students applying to Primarily geared toward migration, visa
higher education institutions, undergraduate validation, structural work placement
programs, or postgraduate degrees abroad. requirements, and general non-academic
For study abroad applications, most training purposes.

students will require this test version.

IELTS Test Structure

The exam thoroughly screens your core linguistic abilities and is divided into four distinct sections. Total
testing time spans approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes.

Listening  Duration: 30 Minutes | 40 Questions

Tests your capability to comprehend spoken English contextually across a range of different international
accents, dialogues, and monologues.

Reading  Duration: 60 Minutes | 3 Passages

Assesses multi-layered comprehension, structural reading speed, argument scanning, and advanced
vocabulary understanding.
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Writing  Duration: 60 Minutes | 2 Tasks
Task 1 (20 mins): Formulating a data report or visual description based on charts, graphs, or maps.
Task 2 (40 mins): Executing a formal, discursive essay responding to a specific point of view or
argument.

Speaking  Duration: 11—-14 Minutes | 3 Parts
Conducted live as a face-to-face interactive interview with an official examiner to evaluate real-time
conversational competency.

IELTS Band Scores & University Standards

IELTS performance scores range linearly from Band 1 (Non-User) up to Band 9 (Expert User). Universities
typically look at overall scores along with minimum threshold bands across individual skills.

Skill Level . . .
. Typical University Benchmarks
Description
9.0 Expert User . " .
Highly competitive courses (e.g., Medicine, Law, advanced Research
degrees) often look for scores in this elite tier.
8.0 Very Good User
Standard benchmark target for elite institutions and competitive
7.0 Good User )
Postgraduate Programmes (typical range: 6.5 — 7.5).
Standard baseline requirement for entry into most Undergraduate
6.0 Competent User

Programmes (typical range: 6.0 — 6.5).

Important: Country Acceptance & Institutional Waivers

IELTS is natively trusted and accepted by thousands of institutions globally, particularly across the
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Ireland.

However, depending on your background, some universities might agree to completely waive the IELTS
requirement if alternative English conditions are successfully proven, including:
* A highly rated WAEC English Credit (typically C6 or better).

* A certified Medium of Instruction (MOI) document provided by your former university.

* Proof that your entire previous educational curriculum was instructed 100% in English.
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Strategic Preparation Tips

* Practice Daily with Consistency: Regular engagement prevents language atrophy. Split your week
evenly between reading, listening, formal writing drills, and timed spoken exercises.

* Take Realistic Mock Tests: Replicate real-world test-center boundaries under strict timing. This
conditions your stamina and optimizes vital pacing strategies.

» Enrich Vocabulary Contextually: Focus heavily on higher-tier academic words, analytical connectors,
and professional transitions to elevate text cohesion.

» Speak with Natural Confidence: During your interactive speaking phase, focus squarely on clarity,
consistent pronunciation, fluency, and continuous expression rather than overly complicated grammatical
structures.

» Master the Essay Blueprints: Secure high writing scores by understanding clear essay layouts—ensuring
a concise introduction, fully developed body paragraphs, and strong concluding remarks.

Official Registration & Mechanics

To schedule your official exam sitting, ensure you sign up strictly through recognized official channels to
secure valid documentation. You can coordinate your enroliment via:

« British Council IELTS Nigeria (official nationwide test centers)

* IDP IELTS Portal

* The centralized global IELTS Official Website

Mandatory Requirements for Registration:
1. A valid, unexpired International Passport (data-page scan required during setup).
2. Your primary contact details and choice of test format (Computer-delivered vs. Paper-based).

3. Registration fee payment confirmation.

Need specialized admissions guidance?
Let our advisors walk you through university requirements, waiver checks, and full study visas.
For more information, contact UniPass Nigeria directly: 0805 600 6000 or visit our website at
unipass.com.ng
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